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ven upon occaſion of the 
- Prophetsand Teachers tharwere 
-riſeq. up.in.:the! Chiuxch, - -who 
11982 . endeavoured: -to: ſedido!: mba 
CR De&trine of the Golpel-deliverad 
by the Apoſtles of-qur Lord and Savidur, ::And 
theſe reaching comrary.things,could not boath-be 
rom God; andirherefore: Ste. John: calls ou 
Chri- 
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| World. 
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many falſe Prophets are gone out into the World, there- 
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$ upor2he former : beczifſt men 
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way falilyprotecbro Inſpiration; ichercfors ive 


are/not co-betieve every one'thae makes; this' pre- 
ence. ; Forany man: thatibartkburiconfidence 
NF th arid Gorſciunct tittleenoigh, may 
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pos Neither are we to rejett all Abt pretendto 
come from God. This is {ufficiently implied in the 
(\Fexpyudo whave th 2304/7 hh YO Blevs notevery 
Spirit, he ſuppoſeth we are 4. BRIE ſome ; 
and when he ſaich, try the Spirits whether they be of 
Gedyuhe fuppoterts* rhe tobe of BM, and chat -| 
opts: .wohichlare/f, areito'be'beliewtt:” "Theſe 
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: DoBtrines and Revelations-*. -For the. clearing of 
.qtbis 1 ſhall lay downchale: following pt 
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1... That Reaſon ihe faculy, tohtrahy Revelttion 


_ to be: diſcerned, ;.0r t& aſe/the:[phrale in the 


Text, it. is that whereby wecare to:judg:whac 
Spirits are of God, . and what got." Boiall :Revela- 
tion from Grod ſuppoterh us-0 be mea: and to 


'be indued with Realon; . andicherefare. ir- does 
not. create..new.Faculcies.in us, bur: -Propountls 


new Objeds. ro that. Faculty which was in 1is 
before. Whatever Doctrines God'reveals. to 
men Are. propounded 10-their:Hnderftandin gs, 
and by this Faculcy we are to examin all Do. 
Arines which pretend fo be from God,{and.' up- 
on examination to judg whether there be reaſon 


to 
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to receive them as Divine, -or to reject them a 
Impoſtezesso hon nin rd ond 100 a6 vs 
. - c:@+i All ſupernatural, Revelation. fuppafeth the truth 


of the-Principles'of Natural Religion...) Wembult firſt 
be aſſured hac 'there is a (36d, before-we! can 


know that he hath made any Reyelationof him- 


ſelf: and'wemuſt;know thatall þis Wosds: are 
erue,: atherwilei there awete; ing ſufficient :reafag 
to beligye the Revelations which hemakes co:1453 
and we muſt: believe: bisAuthority;overus;.: and 
that he will reward tir obedietice to his Laws; 
and puniſh-our breach of them ;| otherwiſe there 
would neither be ſufficient obligation nor ericoiy 
ragement to-Qbedienceic' ./Thele; and many. 0, 
ther things, ateluppaled rp be true,.- and: natii- 
rally known $9 us, antecedently to all: lupernaty- 
ral -Reyelation;;; otherwile, the Revelations of 
God would ſignify nothing to. us, nor be of any 
force with/us- . > $1913 25; T1231 © : rr; Lon wi 
25h; ili Reafonings about Divine) Revelations 2017 
meeſjarilyi he ; gaverned by the\ Principles /of Naturdl 
Rebgjon-:, that is; by thele:apprehenſions, which 
men nauzally- have - of the. Divine-perfeQions; 
and. by the 6]zar Notions of good and evil, which 
are imprinted upon our Natures. Becauſe wo 
have no other way to judg what is worthy of 
a 4 | | God 
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Got indenvlibie it be belbved by Me-and 
what not, but by the natural notions which wt 
kve-df Gadi\thabioh hit ffoonials petfectisns : , 
tohich;beetile-wekyow bierigobdfremacable 
wo haveraalen wwbelicyehhetwill never vie 
didh, - And bj theſe Printiples likewiſe," _ 
v. inevpreritghac! God bhuwvoales:; : | 
—————_ ariſalveor cling emis 
olavyt cen wo. '6b the Holy 
boviprutegy anwardts aoverty ber fRlves im fehe 
intorgrettrioh ofiie; bbyowharlis-mioſtizgreeable 
eooitholoranyal Notidns whid'twe have of 
God; und wehaiealitveitulcs loiths Week! 
20 i6j600 thﬀs (ajes LwhichnHedktraty tires! 
Bor imftwnice,” hea God laxgptoſehretpinStt 
riw6raphaviig ahtiifianerape;'! eyes; Garth Are 
Rarnds, the Notions whichwen natiwta tive of 
thedivine NacureaidPerfeRtipns do fiuficient) 
ly dire&t us £ = es thele __ ia'4% 
{nave wonhyoÞ v\tBkis- - 
fe@tiorn': \Arl i @ SredRoable: 
derftind theltiusrather-ſpoken i$ Bot ent 
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4. Nothing ought to be received as a Revelation 
from God which plainly contradifts' the Principles of 
? Natural Religion, or overthrows the certainty of them. 
For inſtance, it were in vain to pretend a Reye- 
lation from God, That there i's no God, becaule 
this is a contradiction in terms. So likewiſe to 
pretend a command from (God, That we are. to 
hate and deſpiſe him; becauſe it is not credible that 
God ſhould require any thing of Reaſona- 
ble Creatures fo un{mtable to. their Natures, and 
to their Obligarions to him : Beſides, that ſuch 
a Law as this does tacitely involve a contradiQi- 
on ; becauſeupon ſuch a ſuppoſition, to deſpiſe 
God would be to obey him; and yet to obey bim 
is certainly to honour him. So that in this caſe 
to honour God, and to deſptſe him, would be the 
ſame thing, and equal contemprs of him. In 
like manner, it would be vain to pretend any 
Revelation from God, That there is n» life after this, 
wor rewards and ' puniſhments m © another World : 
becauſe this is contrary to thole natural appre- 
henſions which have generally poſleſt inankini ; 
and would take away the main force and ſan&ti- 
on of the divine Laws. "The like may be ſaid, 
concerning any pretended Revelation. from 
God, which evidemly contradi&s thoſe natural 
; B Notions 
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Norions which men have of good andeyil ; as, 
That God ſhould command, or allow Sedition and.Re- 
bellion, Perfidiouſneſs and Perjury ; becaule. the , 
practiſe of thele would be apparently deſtructive 
of the . peace and- happinels of Mankind, and 
would naturally bring confuſion into the World: 

But God is not the God of Confuſion, but of Order, 

which St..Paul appeals to-as a Principle: natural- 

ly known. Upon the ſame account nothing 

ought to be entertained as a Divine Revelation 

' which overthrows the \Principles of natural Religion ; 
becauſe that would take away. the certainty of 

Divine Revelation.it ſelf, which fuppoſeth the 

truth of thoſe Principles. For inſtance,. whos 

ever pretends any Revelation that brings the Pro- 
vidence of God into queſtion, does by that very thing 

make ſuch a. Revelation queſtionable.. - For if 

God take no care of the: World, - have no con- 

cernment for humane affairs, why ſhould we 

believe that he makes any Revelation of his Will 

romen? And by this Principle Moſes will have 

falſe Prophets. to be tried”: Dent. 13. 1. Tf there 

ariſe among you a Prophet, and giveth thee a. ſign or 

' wonder, andthe ſign or the wonder come to paſswhere- 
of he ſþake unto. thee, ſaying, Let us go after other 

Gods,aud let us ſerve them , thou ſhalt nab hearken unto 
the 


> > — 
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the words of that Prophet: And he gives the reaſon 
ofthis, ver. 5. becauſe be bath ſpoken untoyou to turn 
Jou away from the Lord your God, which brought you 
out of the Land of Egypt. Here is a caſe wherein 
a talle Prophet is ſuppoled co work a true Mira- 
cls, - ta give credit to-his Doctine, (which in; 0- 


ther caſes the Scripture makes the ſign of: a true . 


Prophet), bur yet in this caſe he is to be rejected 
as an Impoſtor : Becaule the Doctrine he reach- 
eth, would draw men off from the worſhip of the 
true God, who 1s naturally known, and had 
manifeſted himſelf to the people of | 1ſrael in ſo 


miraculous a manner, by bringing them our of 
the Land of :Egypt. So that a Miracle is not 


enough to give credit to a Prophet who teacheth 


any thing contrary to-that natural Notion which 
men have, "That there #s but one God, who only 
ought to be wor ſhipped. - 1] 


: 5... Nothing ought to be received as a Divme'De-' | 


frine and Revelation, without good evidence that it is: 
ſo : that , without ſome Argument ſufficient to: 
ſatisfy a prudent and confiderate man. ..:Now: 


| (\uppoling there be nothing inthe matter of the» 


Revelation that is evidently contrary -to; the. 

Principles of Natural Religion, ;nor. to: any for-) 

mer Revelation; which hath» alteady xeceived 4) 
| S 4 greater 
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greater and more {olema atteſtation from God) 
Miracles are owned by all Mankind to be a ſuf: 


ficient Teſtimony to anyPerlon,or Doctrine,that. 


they are from Cod, This was the Teſtimony 
which God gave to loſes to ſatisfy the people 


of 1{rael chart he had ſent him ,.Exod. 4. 1,2. Mo» 


ſes ſaid, They wilt not believe me, nor hearken mnto my 
voice ; for they will jay, The Lord hath not apptared unto 
thee; Upon this God endues him with a power 
of Miracles, to be an evidence to them, that they 
may believe that the God of their Fathers, Abraham, 
Iſaac and Jacob bath appeared unto' thee. And all 
along in the Old Teſtament, when God ſent his 
Prophets to make anew Revelation, or upon 
any ſtrange and extraordinary meſſage, he al- 
ways gave credit rothem by ftome-Sign or Wan- 


der which they foretold or wrought. And when 


he ſent his Son into the World, he gave Teſtimo- 
ny to him by innumerable grear-and unqueſti- 


onable Miracles, more and greater than Hoſes 


andall the Prophers had wrought. ' -And there 


was gteat Reaſon for this , becauſe our Saviour 


came not only to publiſh a new Religion ro the 
World,bur to put an end to-that Religion which 
God had mſticuted before. And now that the 
Goſpel hath had the confirmation/of ſuch mm 

cles 
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cles as never were wrought upon any other. 'oc- 
caſion, no Evidence inferior to this can in reafon 
controul- this Revelation, or give ctedit to.:any 
thing contrary to it. And therefore though the 
falſe Prophets and Antichriſts, foretold by. our 


Saviour, did really work Miracles, yet they 
were [o incotiliderable in compariſon ofour Sa- 


viours, that they deſerve no'credit in oppoſition. 


to tharRevelation-which had ſo clear 'a Teſti- 
mofty given to it from! Heaven, by Miracles, be- 
ſides MT 

It 


a Doftrine or Revelation to be from God, which is not 


clearer and ſtronger than'the Difficulties and -Objeftions 
4gainſ it : Becauſcall Aﬀent is grounded upon 


vidence, and the ſtrongeſt and cleareſt evi- 


dence pie carries it': But where the evidence 
is eqyal on borh ſides, that can produce nothing , 
bur a futþence arid doubr, in the. mitid whether. 


the thing be true or-nor.. Tf :FH6ſes had not con- 


fared Ph4raoh's Magicians by working Miracles 


which'they could not'work; they might reaſon- 
ably have diſputed ir with him who had been the 
cre Propher:” Bur When He' did works plainly 


above the power of their Magick and'the Devil 
_ to 


other concurring Arguments to confirm 


| 6. And Laſtly, No Argument 15 ſufficient fo prove 
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to do, then they {ubmitred, and acknowledged 
that there. was the, Finger of God. So likewiſe, 
though; a perſon. W ork: a Miracle (which ordina- 
rily is a good evidence that he is ſent by God) 
yet if the Doctrine he brings be plainly contrary 
ro thole natural. Notions which we have of God, 
this is a-better obje&tion aginſt the truth.of his 
Doctrine than the other is a proof of it ; .As :1 
plain in'the caſe which Moſes puts, Deut. 13, 
w my I mentioned before. 

on the {ame account no man can reaſon- 
ably | S39g the Dottrine of Tranſubitantiation to 
be ded by God : becauſeevery man hath as 


great « evidence thar:\Tranſubſtanciation is falſe, 


asany man can pretend to have that God hath 
revealed any ſuch thing. Suppole Tranſub- 
ſtantiation to þe part of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
ic muſt have the ſame confirmation with the 
whole, . and that is . Airacles,: But of all Do- 
Arines in the world it 1s peculjarly incapable of 
being proved .by a Mirac| /F For if a Miracle 
were > wrought for the proo of it, the yery ſame 
aſſurance which a-man hath of -the = of the 
Miracle,he hath of the falſhood of the Dodtrine, 
that is, he clear evidence of bis ſenſes for both. 
For that there | 1s a Miracle wrought. ro prove, 
that 
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that what he ſees in the Sacrament ts not bread but the 


prove, that wha; he ſees. inthe Sacrament is nat the 
body of Chriſt, but, bread. So that here ariſeth'/a 
new controverly,whether a man {hould believe 


his ſenſes giving reltimony againſt the Doctrine 


of Tranſubſtanciation, or bearing teſtimony ro 


the Miracle which is wrought,to confirm thar 
Dodrine : For there is juſt the ſame evidence as 

ainſt the truth of the Do@rine, which there is 
tor the truth of the Miracle. Sothat the Argu- 
ment for Tranſubſtantiation, and the Objection 
againſt ir, do juſt ballance. one another; and 


where the weights in both Scales are equal, ir is 


impoſſible that the one ſhould weigh down the 
other : and conſequently Tranſubltantiation is 
not to be proved by a. Miracle; . for that would 
be, to prove to a man by ſomething that he ſees, that be 
does _ what he ſees. | td 


' "And thusI have endeavoured; as briefly and 


clearly as I could, to give ſatisfaction! ro the f/f 
Enquiry I propounded, viz, How we may dil- 


cern between true and counterfeit Revelations - 


and.Noatines.?. Ipraceed now to the 


_— 


body of, Chrijt, he.bach only che | evidence of! his . 
ſentes.; 'and he hath-the very lame! evidence to 
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II, H. To whom this judgment of. Diſcerning does ap- 


pertain. Whether to Chriſtians in general, or F- 
ro ſome particular Perſon, or Perſons, autho- | 
riſedby God to judge for the reſt of mankind, 


by whole judgment all men are concluded and | 
bound up. And this is an enquiry of no {mall 
Importance ; becaule it is one of the moſt fun- 
damental Points in . difference between Us and 
the Churchof 'Rome. And however in many 
particular Controverſies, as concerning Tran- 
fubſtantiation, the- Communion m one kind, the Ser- 
vice of God in an iknown Tongue ; the buſineſs of 
Indulgences, the Invocation of Saints, the ann of 
Hnages, they are not able to offer any thing thar is 
ft to move a teaſonable ad confiderate man : 
yet in this Controverſy,conterning the Judge of 
Controverſies, they are not deſtitute of ſome 
ſpecious appearance of Reaſon which deſerves 
co be weighed and conſidered. Therefore that 
we may examine this- matter tothe botrom, . I 


ſhall do theſe threethings. 


4. Lay down ſome Cautions and Limi- 
tations whereby we may underſtand how 
far the generality of Chriſtians are allowed 
0-4 to 
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ro. judg in matters of Religion, 


ciple. 


2. I ſhall repreſent the grounds of this Prin- 


. Endeavour to farisfy the main ObjeCtion 


of our Adverſaries againſt it : | And likewiſe to 
{hew,thar there is no luch reaſon and neceſlity for 
an univerſal infallible Judg asthey pretend. 


- I. I ſhall lay down ſome Caurions and Limi- 
tations, by which we may underſtand how far 
the. generality of Chriſtians are allowed to judg 
in matters of Religion. : kin: 7 TOO0R 

Firſt, Private Perſons are only to judg for 
themſelves, and not to impoſe their Judgment 
upon others, asif they had any Auehori over 
them. - And this is realonable, becaule if it were 
otherwiſe, a Man would deprive others of that 
liberty which he aflumes to himſelf, and which 
he can claim _ no other account,but becauſe 
it belongs to others equally with himſelf. 

Secondly, This liberty of judging is not ſo to 
be underſtood as to take away the neceflity and 
uſe of Guides and Teachers in Religion. Nor 
canthis be denied to be a reaſonable limitation ; 


C becaule 


A TIA SERMON preached 
becauſe the knowledge of revealed :Religian is | 
not a thing born with us, nor ordinarily ſuper- 
naturally infuledinto men. but is to be. learned, 
as other things are. And if it be to be learned, 
there mult be ſome to teach and inſtrutt others : | | 

And they that will learn, muſt, be modelt and 

bumble; and im thole things, of which they. are 
no competent. Judges, they mult -give credit ro 
their [Leachers,and truſt their skill-:- For inſtance, 
every unlearned man is to take it upon the credit 
of thole who are skiliul, That the Scriptures are 
truly and faithfully tranſlated ; and for the un- 
der{tanding of ob{cure Texts of Scripture,” and 
more difficult points in Religion, he is to rely up- 
on thoſe, whole proper buſineſs and employment 
it is to apply themſelves ro the underſtanding of 
theſe things. For in theſe: caſes. every man is 
not.capable of judging. himſelf, 'and therefore: 
he mult neceſlar uy cralt'others ; And:in-all othep 
things he ought to be modeſt ; and unleſs it-be 
in plain matters, which every: man can judg of, 
he ought ' rather to: diſtruſt himſelf than his 

SI. : -.-in! 1} fo v5 FX 
And this reſpe&t may be: given to a Teacher 
without either ({uppoſing him to be infallible, or 
making an abſolute reſignation of my judgment 
w | to 
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lafallibility is nor neceſlaryto {1 ucha Teacher, jt 


to him. . A man may bea very ble Teacher 
: (upp ole of the Mathemarticks) ; and- fit. co have 
the reſpect which is:due toa Tearher, though he 
 benorinfallible in thole Sciences : ., and becauſe 


is neither neceſſary nor convenient that 1 ſhould | 


ablolurely reſign up my Judgment to hima ,'. For 
though I have 'tealon. T9, credit hind, within the 


compals of his Art, in'things which, /do-nde 


know, 1 am not therefore bound, to, believe him 
in things plain. contrary to whar I and all man- 
kind, do-certainly: know. ;. For! .example, ik up- 


'on pretence of his skill-in Adthmetick, which 
am learning of hipa, . he; {ſhould rell-me,. 'That 
twice two do not make four, but five; chough. I:be- 
lieved himi-to be the belt Machematician i TI the 
World, yetl cannot believe: him inithis: thing ; 
Nori 1S cheve realon'l ſhould; becauſe. [ EIA 
come to learn this of him, bug, Re as \ much of 


that before. as he orany man elle could jell:ms 


The cale. is. the ſame in matters wg een 
in which there-are ſomethings ſp plaia, jand ,lie 
ſolevel to, all .capaciges, ghar, every, man-is Aly 
moſt equally widget them; As [ſhall have,: 9c 

calion farther £0: ew a _ 4 70s b1z 
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Er” irdly, Neither does this liberty of judging 


exempt men from a due {ubmifſon and obedi- 
ence to their Teachers and Governours, Ever 

man is bound ro obey the lawful Commands of 
his Governours: and what by publick conſent 
and Authority is determined and eſtabliſhed, 


onght not to be gainlaid by private Perfons, but 


upon we clear evidence of the falſhood or un- 
lawfulnefs of it. And this is every mans duty, 
for the maintaining of Order, and our of regard 
rothe Peace and Unity of the Church ; which is 
not to be violated wpon every ſcruple and frivo- 
lous pretence :: And when men are perverſe and 
diſobedient,' Authority is Judg,and may reſtrain 
and punHh them. 

Fourthly, Nor dotÞ{o far extend this Liberty 
of judging /in/ Religion, as to think every man 
fit to diſpute the Controverſies of Religion. A 
preat part of people are ignorant,and of fo mean 
capacity, as hot to be able to judy of the force of 
a very good Argument, much lels of the iſſue of 
a long Diſpute: and ſuch perfons ought not to 
engage Mm difpues of Religion; bur ro beg 


| Ged'sdiredtion,and to rely upon their Teachers; 
and above all te hveupto the plain diftares of 


natural Light, and the clear Commands of God's 
Word, 
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Word; andthis will be their beſt ſecurity. And 
if the providence of God have placed them under 
ſuch Guides as do {educe them into Error, - their 


Ignorance is invincible, and God will nor con- 


demn them forir, fo long as they fincerely en- 
deayour to do the will of God lo far as they 
know it. And this being the caſe of many, el- 
pecially in the Church of Rome, where Ignorance 


115 fo induſtriouſly cheriſhed, I have ſo much 


charity as to hope well concerning many of 
them : And ſeeing that Church teacherh and en- 
joins the people to worſhip Images, it is irt ſome 
fence charitably done of them nor to ler them. 


' know the fecond Commandment, that they may 


not be guilty of ſinning againſt ſo plain a Law.. 
Having premited thele Cautions, I proceed in 


the 


It. Place, To repreſent to you the gromnds of 


this Principle of our Religion, viz. That we allow- 


private perſons to judg for themſelves in matters of Re- 
lizion. 


Firft, Becauſe many things in Religion, eſ- 


y thote which are moſt neceſfary to be- 


eciall 
believed and practiſed, are fo plain .that every; 
; mans” 
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__ 


. man of ordinary capacity, after competent in- 


ſtruction in matters of Religion (which is always 
to be {uppoled) can as well judg of them for 
himlelf, as any man or.company of men in the 
world can judg for him. Becauſe in theſe he 
hath a plain Rule ro go by, Natural Light and 
clear Revelation of Scripture. And this is no new 
Principle of the Proteitants, bur moſt expreſly 
owned by the antient Fathers : Whatever things are 
neceſſary,are plain, ſaich St. (hryſoſtom. All things 


are plainly contained mm Scripture which concern faith 


and, a good life, ſaith Sr. Anſtin. And nothing 


can be more reaſonable than that thole things 


. which are plain to every man ſhould be left to 
every man's, judgment. For every man can 


judg of whart is plain; of evident Truth and 
Falſhood, Vertue and Vice; of Do&trines and 
Laws plainly delivered in Scripture, if we be- 
lieve any thing to. be fo, which it is. next ro 
madneſs to deny. I will refer it tono man's 
judgment upon earch to determin for me, 


Whether there be a God or not * Whether Murder and 


Perjury be Sins * Whether it be nar plain in 
Scripture, That Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, 


Thar he became man, and died for us, and roſe 
| azam, 
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again. So that there is 'no need of a Judg in 
theſe caſes. Nor can I poſhiby believe any man to 
be ſo abſolutely infallible, as not to call his in- 


fallibiliry into queſtion, it he determins any 
\ thing contrary to what is plain andevident to 


all mankind. For if he ſhould determin that 
there is no God, or t' at he us not to be wor ſhipped, 
or that be will not puniſh and reward men, or, 
which is.the caſe that Beflarmine puts, that Virtue 
is Vice, and Vice Ywtue , . he would hereby 
take away the very foundation of Religion ; and 
how can | look upon him any longer as a-Judg 
in matters of Religion, when there can be no 
ſuch thing as Religion if he have judged and de- 
termined right. : | 

Secondly, The Scripture plainly allows this 
liberty. ro particular and private Perſons to judg for 
themlelves. And for this I need go no far- 
ther than my Text, which bids men try the Spi- 
rits whether they be of God. 1 do not think this is 
ſpoken only to the Pope or a General Coun- 
cil, burro Chriſtians in general ; for to theſe 
the Apoſtle writes. Now it St. John had be- 
lieved: that Cgod had conſtitrured an. infalli- 


ble Judg in his Church, to. whoſe. Sentence 


and 
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and Determination all Chriſtians are bound 


to ſubmit, he ought in all reaſon to have 
referred Chriſtians to him for che cryal of 
Spirits, and not have left it ro every man's 


private judgment to examine and to deter- 


mine theſe things. But it ſeems St. Paal 
was likewiſe of the ſame mind ; and though 
he was guided by an infallible Spirit, yer he 
did not expect that men ſhould blindly ſub- 
mit to his Dodtrine : Nay, fo far is he 
from that, that he commends the Bereans 
for that very thing for which I dare (ay 
the Church of Rowe would have check'd 


them moſt ſeverely, namely, for ſearch- 


ing the Scriptures to ſee whether thoſe things 
which the Apoſtles delivered were ſo or 
not: This liberty St. Paul allowed; and 
though he was inſpired by God, yet he 
treated thoſe whom he taught like men. 
And indeed, it were a hard caſe that a 
neceſſity of believing divine Revelations, 
and o___ Impoſtures, ſhould be impo- 
ſed upon Chriſtians; and yec the liberty of 
judging, whether a Do&rine be from God 


or not, ſhould be taken away from them. 
Thirdly, 


——. 
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' " Thirdh,,” Our Adverlarics themlelves are 
forced to grant thar which in effe& is as much 
+. as we conrend for. Forthough they deny a 
libercy of judging in particular points of Relt- 
| * pion, yer they are forced ro grant men a [1- 
berty of judging upon the whole, When they 
_ ofthe Church of Rome would perſwaie a Few, 
or a Heathen, to become. a Chriſtian ; or a 
Heretick ( as they are- pleaſed to callus ) to 
come over'to theCommunionof.cheie; Church; 

| and ofter Arguments to .induce them thereto ; 
they do by chis.very thing, whether they will 
or no, make that man Judge which :45 $be true 
Church, and: the true Religion. Becaule. it 
would be ridiculous to .perſwade .,a_man, to 
F rurn to their Religion, and to urge him with 
Reaſons todo fo, and yer to deny him the uſe 
of his own judgment whether cheir Reaſons, be 
ſufficient co move him to make ſuch a :change, 
Now. as the Apofile reaſons in: another caſe, 
If men be fit to judge for themſelves in fo great 
and important a matter as the choice of cheir 
Religion, why {hould chey:be thought anwor- 
| . thy to judge in lefſer matters ? They tell us 
| ' indeed that a man may uſe his judgment in 
che cholce of his Religion 3 bur when he hath 
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once choſen, he 15 then for ever to relign up 
his judgment to their Church : ' But what to- 
terable reaſon can any man glve, why a man 
ſhould be fit to judge upon the whole, and yet 
unfit to judge upon particular Points ? eſpe- 
clally 1t 1t be conſidered, that no man can 
make a diſcreet judgment of any Religion, be- 
fore he hath examined che particular Dofrines 
of it, and madea judgment concerning them. 
is it credible, that God thould give a man 
judgment in the moſt fundamental and im- 
portant matter of all, viz. to difcern the true 
Religion, and the true (hurch, from the falſe ; 
tor no other end, but to enable him to chuſe 
once for all ro whom he ſhould reſign and 
inflave his judgment for ever? which 1s juſt 
as reaſonable as it one ſhould ſay, That God 


| hadgivena maneyes for noother end, bur to 


look out once for all, and to pitch upon a 
diſcreet perſon to lead him about blindfold all 


the days of his life. I come now to the 


11. Thing I propounded, which is » 49 


anſwer the main Objection of our Adverſaries 


againſt this Principle ; and Itkewile to ſhew 
that thzre is no ſuch Reaſon and neceſſity for 
| an 
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41 univerlal Intajlible Judge, as chey pretend. 
Now cheir great Objed1on 1s; this, It every 
man may judge for himſelf, there will be no- 
thing but confuſion in Religion , there will 
be no end of Controverſies : ſo that an uni- 
verſal infallible Judge 1s neceilary, and with- 
out this God had nor made. ſufficient proviſion 
for the allurance of men's_ Faith, and for the 
peace and unity of his Church: Or, as it 1s 
expreſled in the Canon Law,aliter Dominus non 


videretur fuiſſe diſcretus, otherwiſe.our Lord had 


not ſeem'd to be diſcreet. How plaulible ſoever 
this Objection may appear, I do_not deſpair 
bur if men will lay afide prejudice, and impar- 
tially confider things, to make it abundantly 
evident, that this ground 1s not ſufficient ro 
found an Infallible Judge upon. :And there- 
fore in anſwer to it, I deſire theſe following 
particulars may be conſidered, 

Firfl, That this which they (ay, rather 
proves what Gad ſhould have done according 
to their fancy, than what he hath really and 
actually done. My Zext expreſly bids Chri- 


| ftians Co ?ry the Spirits, which to any man's 


{enfe does imply that they may judge of theſe 
matters: Bur the Church of Rome ſays they 
| D 2 may 
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ay not; becaule it this liberty were permir- 
ted, God had. nor ordered chings wiſely, and 
tor the beſt, tor the peace and unity of his , 
Church, Bur, as the Apoſile ſays in another 
cate, What art thou, 0 man, that objeteſt a a- 

gainſt God? 7 
Secondly ,- It this Reaſoning be good, we 
may as well conclude that there is an univerſal 
infall;ble Judge, fer over the whole World in 
all Zemporal matters, to whoſe Authority all 
F mankind 1s bound to ſubmir. Becauſe this 1s 
as necel{ary to the peace of che World, as the 
other 1s-to the peace of the Church, And men 
furely are every whit as apt to be obſtinate and 
perverſe about matters of Temporal Right , as 
about matters of Faith. But It 1s evident in fat 
and experience that there is no {uch univer- 
fal Judge, appointed by God over the whole 
World, to decideall Caſes of remporal Right; 
and for want of him the World is fain to 
thitt as well as it can, - But now a very 
acute and {cholaſtical man that would argue 
chat God mult geeds have' done whatever he 
fancies convenient for the World ſhould be 
done, might by the very ſame way of Reaſon- 
ng conclude the neceflity of an univerſal 
infal- 
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intallible Judge in Civil matters ,- as. well as 


in-matcers of Religion : And their aliter Domis« 
nus non videretur fuiſſe diſcretus, otherwiſe God 
had not feem'd to be diſcreet,is every whit.as co- 
gent, and as Cc1v11, In the one Cale as the other, 

Thirdly, There 1s no need of {uch a, Judge, 
ro allure men 11 matters of Religion ; Be- 


- cauſe men be [ufictently ceitain wichour him. 


| hope ic may becertain and clear enough Z7hat 
there is a God; and That hzs Providence go+ 
verns the World ; and 7hat there #5 another 
Life after this, tho ugh neicher Pope nor Couns 
cil had ever declared any thing- about theſe 
matters. And for Revealed Dodcrines, we 
may be certain enough ot all that 1s neceſfary, 
if 1t be true which che Fathers tell us, That 


all things neceſſary are plainly revealed in the 
Holy Scriptzres. :. of 


; Fourthly, An iafallible ſudge, if: there 
were one, 15 no certain way to end Contro- 
verſies, and to. preſerve the unity of the 
Chuich ; unlets ;it were likewiſe infallibly 


certain, That there is juch a Fudge, and, Who 


he is. For till men were ſure of both thele, 
there would ſtil] be a Controverſie, whether 


there be an infallible Judge, and who he 15. 
And 
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And if it be crue which they tell us, 7hat with- | 
out an infallible Judge Controverſies cannot be 
ended, then a Controverſie concerning an in- 
fallible Judge can never be ended. And rhere 
are two Controverſies attually on foot about an 
infallible Judge; One,//hether there be an infal- 
lible Fudpe or not ? which 1sa Controverlie be- 
tween Us and the Church 'of Rome - and the 
other, Who this infallible Fudge is ? which 1s a 
Controverſie among themſelves, which could 
never yet be decided : And yet till it be deci- 
ded, Infallibiliry, it they bad 1c, would be of 
no ule co them for the ending of Controverſies. 
. * Fifthly, There is no ſuch abſolute need, as 
15 pretended, of determining all Controverſies 
in Religion. If men would diveſt themſelves 
of prejudice and intereſt, as rhey ought, in 
matters of Religion , the neceſſary things of 
Religion are plain enough, and men would 
generally agree well enough about them : Bur 
if men will ſuffer themſelves to be byaſſed by 
theſe, they would nor hearken to an infallible 
Judge, if there were one; or they would find . 
out ſome way or other to call his Infallibi- 
lity into queſtion. And as for doubtfull and 
letler'matters in Religion, charity and mutual 
| for- þ 
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torbearance among Chriſtiaas would make 
the Church as peaceable and happy , as per- 


| haps it was ever defigned to be in this World, 


without abſolute unity in Opinion. 

Sixthly and Laſily, Whatever may be the 
inconveniences of mens judging for them- 
{elves 1a Religion, yer taking this Principle 
with the Cautions I have given , I doubt nor 
to make it appear, that the inconveniences 
are far the leait on that fide, The preſent con- 
dition of humane Nature doth not admit of 
any conſtirution of chings, whether in Reli- 
gion or Civil matters, which 1s free from all 
kind of exception and inconvenience ; That 
is the beſt ſtate of chings which 1s liable ro 
the leaſt and feweſt, It men be modeſt, and 
humble, and willing to learn, God hath done 


that which is ſufficient for the aſſurance of our 


Faith, and for the peace of his Church, with- 


out an infallible Judge: And if men will noc 


be ſo, I cannot tell what would be ſufficient, 
] am ſure there were Herelies and Schiſms. in 
the Apoſtles Times, when Thoſe who governed 
the Church were certainly guided by an infal- 
lible Spliic. God hath appoinced Guides 
and Teachers for us in matters of Religion, 


and 
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and if we will be contented to be inſtrufted by 
them in thoſe necellary Articles and Duties of 
Religion , which are plainly contained- in 
Scripture; and to be counſelled and direted 
by them in things that are more doubtfull and 
difficulc, 1 do not fee why we might not do 
well enough without any 1afallible Judge or 
Guide. | 
Bur {till it will be ſaid , who ſhall judge 
what things are plain and what doubrtull ? 
The anſwer to this, in my- opinion, is not 
ditticulr. For if there be-any thing plain in 
Religion, every man that hath been duly: in- 
ſtructed in the Principles of Religion can 
judge of it, orelle 1t 13 not plain, - Burt there 
are 1ome things in Religion ſo very plain, that 
no Guide or Judge can 1n reaſon claim thar 
Authority over men, as-to oblige them to be- 
lieve or-do the contrary ; no, though he pre- 
rend to Infallibility ; no, though he were an 
Apoſile, though he were an Angel from hea- 
ven. 5. Paul puts the caſe ſo high, Gal. 
r. 8. Though we, or an Angel from beaven, 
preach any .other Goſpel unto you than what you 
have received,let him be accurſed: which plainly 
ſuppoleth that Chriſtians may and can Judge 
when 
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when. Dofrines ate contraty to the Goſpel. 
What ? not believe 2n apoſtle nor an Angel 
rom heaven, 4t he ſhoul1 teach any thing evi- 
dently contrary to the plain Da:ine of che 
Golpel? If he thould derermine Virtue to be 
Vice, and Vice to'be Virrue ?..No; not" an 
Apoſtle, nor an Angel ; becauſe ſach a Doc- 


chings. 1n Reſigion.” And yet Bellarmine pits 
this very Gale, and ſays, the Pope thould fo 


- 
» £4 {| 


a very plain and familiar Cale; By 

iven to. a Guide, ahd 'what nor, . Suppeſe 
Tcamea Strong nts England, and landing 
at Dower ,- tO TS 7341s there to condutt. ji 
in my way to Tork.. which 1 knew befots, by 
the Mapp to lic North of Dower * Hlavitig 26M: 
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T Y efthis far ] fubmr ro him, .chough nor with 


our ſome” regret-an impatience, Buc then if 
after this. for two or three days more he mag 


medireQly South;and wich i my face full up 


the Sun at Noon: day, and ar lalt bring Jo 
back again to Dover 4 Pere; and ſtill bids- me 
follow him : Then cercainl no modety do's 
oblige a man ,not to diſpute with his Guide, 
and to tell him, ſure] ly f can be no. "way be- 
ca ſer Tea, Now Noun h he OY never” lo 
Bra Ace upon the bitter” and tell me with 
x TR gravity and authority in the world, 
Thar p bp; no. the Sea but dry Land under the 


bra nd .aþ nei of Ware, and that whar- 
ell me, Faving.o oAce conimirted 


on F ns] Fes oflafidelins for a" man to 
HY} Nis. Own (Eyes F Father than. his Jairhful 
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cell him plainly; chac. when cobk'him” for:myl = 
Guide;! kdid-noorakehim toil me tie :diffes 
rence between North and:/South;': between 'a 
Hedge and a High-way,'between Sea and dry 
Land; allthis 1 knew before; as welt as the- of 
any.man'elſe.:could-tell me ;; bar 1 :tvok hun 
co-condutt and dire4-me the ineareſt' way: 
ork 5 And therefore ' atter-all his: impert- 
nent talk; after all his Mocives of Credibility 
ro perſwade- me. to. believe: him, -and-atl his 
confident ſayings, -whicty lie: gravely. calls De- 
monſtrations', t]-ttand*:1titfly 'upon 'the ſhore; 
and leave my learned and reverend' Guide to 


take his own courſe, and to diſpole: of himſelf 
_ as hepleaſerh ; burfirmly refolved nor'to. fols 
low him. And 1s any man tobe blamed that 


breaks with his Guide upon theſe:Terms ?:. 
And this 1s truly the Caſe; when! a'man 
commirs himſelf ro the Guidance of any per- 
ſon or Church : If by virtue of this Authority, 


they will needs perſwade me our of my ſenſes, 
-and not to believe what { ſee bur what they:ſay'; 


that Virtue 3s Vice, and Vice Virtue, if they de- 
clare them to be ſo: And that becauſe they 
ſay they are infallible, I am co receiveall cheir 


. Diftates for Oracles, though never-ſo evident- _ 
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ly Gland abſurd i-rhe jadgment; of: all Mans 
kind : -In this eaſe there 8:no wayitd be. nidd 
of ihefe;-unredtanable. teaple), 35; to defice 
of them, : ſince one kindneld deſerves aaocher 
8nd all Coneadittions are alike cate. to he. be. 
leved; th I -they: would: be pleated ta:believe 
that Infidetiry:1 15:Faith,. and, that whew baby 
ſoluecly renounce: heir Aurhorttyi 4 do. yield 
2 moſt perfeth {ubmiffian and obedience to K.; 
i. Uponrthe whole-mateer,2ll: the-Revelatians 
of .Goil; as well as the Laws ot men, -ga pon 
ris preſumption that; men are nar ark-fols ; 
but that clhey. will confides their Intereſt; and 


have forte regard 6 the: grear concernment; af 


their eternal ſalvation... And this is as; much 
to ſecure men from: miſtake int matters of Be- 
lief; -as God. hath aftorded to keep men; from 
fax:in macters of Praftice, He hach wade-no ct- 
fefhual and infallible proviſion that men (ball 
not fin; and yet it would puzzle any man to 
g1VE.A good Reaſon,why God ſhould cake more 
care (o\{cence men agatnft Eevors in Beltet, than 
againſt Sin and uickednels | In their Lines, \: 


- X ſhall now only draw three or hiv laſs. 
rences from chis Diſcourſe which 1 have made, 
and lo conclude. | T1. Zhat 
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wa Fra it is every mans Duty, ahe bath 
ohh and capacity it, ta endeavour. to Une 


defend pe groung Lof., bis. Relig 1glon,. For t co 


try.Dodrines, 1s 791. Inguire, Into the, grount 
and reaſons of chem, : which the better any 
man underſtands, che more firmly he will be 
eltablithed inthe Truth, and be the more re- 
ſolute 13 the da'y of: Trial, and, the better able 
to withſtand the: Arts and aflaults of cunning 
Adverſaries, and the fierce ſtorms. of Per e- 
eution, And, . on the contracy;,, that, man 


will ſoon, be moved. from his ſtedtaſtneſs who 


neyer examined the grounds and Reaſons of 

his, belief. When. it comes to the Trial , he 

that hacb bur: litthe: to fay for his Religion, will 
probably: neither: whe. ſufer much tor ir, 

2, That all Dcftrines axe vehemently to be 
ſubpefted which decline;Frial, and are fo. Joth 
&q be brought intothe light; -. which will nor 
&ndure a;tair Examinazion, jbat wagiſter3.ll 
require an jwplicite, Faich' : Whereas  Trut| 
1s bohd and full of courage, and loves, to ap- 
PEar apenly.; and.is fo. ſecure and couſi dent 


of, her awn ſtrength, as.IQ' offer hec {elf © C0) \ che 


ſevereſt Frial and. Examination, Bu to deny 


all liberty of Enquiry and Judgment 1 ln _Mat- 
ters- 


ed... 


—_ - — "2 2A a - 
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ws SofRetigion | is the greateſt injury Hind ma 
paragerhent co Truch char. cam be, *#nd. at 
cice” acknowledgement that llie *Yes" uhder 
ſome diſadvancage, 'and that there! is” lefs" t6 
be ſaid for her than for Error, n+ + 


[ have often wonder'd why the dee i n_ 


the Church of Rome do not ſuſpeRt their Tea- 
chers and Guides to have ſome ill deſign upon 
them, when they do ſo indutrioufly debar 
them of the means of Knowledge, and are fo 
very loth to let chem underſtand what it is chat 
we have to ſay againſt their Religion, For 
can any thing in the world be more ſuſpicious 
than to perlwade men to put out heir eyes, 


upon promiſe that they will help theni' to a 


much better and more faithtull Guide? If any 
Church, any Profeflion of men, be unwilling 
their Doftrines fhould be expoſed to Trial, 


it is a certain fign they know ſomething by 


chem thar is faulty ,, and which will not en- 
dure the light, This 1s the account which 
our Saviour glves us in a like Caſe, It was 
becauſe. mens deeds were evil that they loved 
darkneſs rather than light, For every one 
that doth evil hateth the Jobr: neither cometh 
be to the light , left bis deeds ”—_ 'd be _ 


VE. 


XUM 


(UM 
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wed-* I 3 RR TE the vey cometh. to 


the lip ht, that bis deeds may be made manife ft 


that Dep are wrought in God. ,_ 
' 4, Since Reaſon and Chriſtianicy allow this 


naky fo: obey perſons to judge for "chem- 


ſelves Tir Matters of Religion, we ſhould uſe 
this: privilege with much modeſty and' hu- 
mility, Wn eat. ſubmiſſion and deference to 
our Spiritu | \Rulers and Guides, whom God 
hath. appointed | in his Church. And there | is 


er great need of this Caution, fince by ex- 


pr ye. find this liberty lo much abu- 


ed by inany ro the nouriſhing of Pride and 
ſelf; Conceit., of Divi ion and Fa%Jion; and 
thoſe who ite leaſt able to judge, to bz fre- 
quently the' moſt forward and confident, the 
nt peremptory: and perverſe : : and inſtead 
Aemetning themſelves with the. ſubmiſſit on 
of Leatriets, I alſume | to. themſelyes' the au- 
thoricy of Judges, even in the moſt doubr- 
fil aind' diſputable matters. 
The Tyrinny 'of the Roman Church, ovet "the 
Minds; Sf" Con 'Conſeiences of men is not f0 be 


juſtified i 560, an Faccount ; but noching purs 


ſo plauſibl 2 c£olotir upon it, as the 1] uſe 
—_K 1 r00' Ac JETTY. made of this natural 


* Privilege 


'& \\'o 
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Privilege of mens "judging "for themlelyes Tn Ia 
a matter .of fo infinice concernmenc \, as that 
of their, cternal happinels; , Bur then if is 
fo be conſider” d, that the .proper. ne an 
this Caſe, is: not "todg prive men of chi this Pi 
vilege,. bur to ule the beſt means ro pre- 
vent the abuſs of it. For chou h the ; incon- 
VeRences art 10g. from the Ill x Ei of jt may | 
be \ very great, yet che miſchief on- the orhey 
hand is tntofer.. ble. Religion 1t It "Far: ts liable 
co be abuled to very bad  purpoles , and fre- 
quently is ſo ; bur ic is nor. therefore; h:#t 
that chere ſhould be no Religion : And yer 
this Obje&ion,, if it be of any force and be 
purſued tome, is every whit as ſtrong againſt 
Religion ic ſelf, as againſt mens liberty of 
judging; in matters of Religiog. _ Na. 'Tadd 
farther , that no' man can Judiciou y., erg- 
brace the true Religion , unleſs ſhe be © ;PCP- 
mitted ro judge , whathar that which. he em- 
braces be the-tirue Religion or not, T 
4: When upon due Trial and Exam1na- 
tion we. are well-ſettled and eſtabliſhed 1 In 
our Religion, 7et us hold faſt the profeſſion of ton of 
our Faith without wavering ; and not 
Children, toſſed to and fro , and carried Faw 
with 
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with every wind of Doftrine, through, the ſleight of 


mim; and the cunning craftineſs of thoſe who lie m 
wait to deceive.” * And above all, | let us refolve to 


live according to the excellent Rules and' Pre- 


cepts of our holy Religion ; ler us heartily obey 
that DoGtrine which we profels to believe. We, 
who enjoy the Proteſtant Religion, ,have all the 
means "and' advantages of underſtanding the 
Will'of God; free liberty and full ſcope of en- 
quiring into it, and informing our ſelves con- 
cerning it: 'We have all the opportunities we 
can with of coming to the knowledge of our 
Duty : The Oracles of God lie open .to us, 
and his Law is ' continually before our eyes ; 


his word is nigh unto us, in our mouths, and in our 


hearts , (that is, 'we may read it and meditate 
upon it) that we may do it : The Key of Know- 
leds is put into our hands, ſo that it we do 


not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, it is we our. 
{elves that {hut our felves' out. * And - where 


there is nothing to hinder us from the know- 
| ledg of our Duty, there certainly nothing can 


excuſe us from the practice of ir. For the 


End of all knowledg is to direct men in their 


duty, and effeCtually ro engage then to'th ey 
performance of it: The great buſineſs of Re-' 
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ligion is, to make men truly good, and te teach, them 
to live well. And it. Religiog haye- not this .eb- 
fect, it matters not of what Church. any . man 
liſts and enters himſelf ; for moſt cercainly, 4 
bad man can be ſaved in, now. Though a, man 
know the right way to Heaven never {o well, 
and be entered into it, yetif be will not walk 
therein, he ſhall never come thither';, Nay. Flo 
will be an aggravation of this man's; unbappj- 
neſs, that he was loſt in the. way to Heavea, 
and periſhed in the very Roadto Salvation, But. 
if we will in good earneſt apply our {elves to. 
rhe practice of Religion, andthe obedience of 
God's holy Laws, his Grace will never be wan- 
ting to us to ſo good a purpole. 0 
| have not time to recommend Religion to 
you at large, with all its advantages. I will 
compriſe what I have to lay in a few words, 
and mind them ar your peril. | Let that which 
is our great concernment be our great care, 
To know the Truth and to do it, To fear God and 
keep his (ommandments. Conlidering, the Reaſo- 
nablenels and the Reward of Piety and Vertne, 
nothing can be wiſer : and conhidering the 
mighty aſſiſtance of God's Grace, which he is 
ready toafford to us, and the unſpeakable latib- 
| | faction 
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faction and delight 'which is to be had inthe do- 
ing of our duty, nothing can be eafier: No- 
| thing will give us that pleaſure, while we live; 
nothing can miniſter that true and ſolid comfort 
: tous, when we come to die : There is proba- 
bly no ſuch way for a. man to be happy in this 
World; to be ſure, there is no way but this, to 
eſcape the intolerable and endleſs miſeries of 
another World. NE Wn 


Now God grant that we may all know, and do, 
mn this our day, the things that belong to our peace, 
for bis Mercies ſake in Jeſus Chriſt ; To whom with 

s the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour and Glo- 
ry now and for ever, Amen. TT” 
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Hereas there is ſurreptitiouſly printed, from very 

. VV. falſe and imperfect Notes, .a Sermon preached 
Decemb. 3d. 1678. at the Tork:ſbire Feaſt ; to the great 
abuſe and injury of the Author, and of the Buyers of 
it : It is thought fit to give this notice of it ; and that | 
it is fince publiſh'd by the Author, Dr. Tillotſor Dean | 

| of Canterbury, in 2uarto. The falſe Copy being but | 
two ſheets, and printed in O&avo. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
| 
| 
| 


| There is now in the Preſs, a Learned Treatiſe of the 
Pope's Supremacy, in Quarto; By Dr. Iſaac Barrow, late 
Maſter of Trinity Colledg in Cambridg. 


To be fold by Brabazon Aylmer, at the three Pigeons 
over againſt the Royal Exchange in Cornhil. 
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